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Gerd Rehme's artistic journey into the realm of post-humanism is a remarkable exploration of 

the intricate relationship between technology and human expression. Hailing from Travemünde, 

Germany, Rehme's creative process is invigorated by the refreshing Baltic Sea air that envelops 

his studio. Initially establishing himself as a portrait and advertising photographer, Rehme 

embarked on a transformative path toward oil painting, driven by his artistic passion and guided 

by the expertise of mentors such as Ute Wöllmann, a master student of Professor Georg 

Baselitz, at the Academy of Painting in Berlin. 

 

While respecting the rich tradition of painting as a conduit for communication, storytelling, and 

evoking emotions, Rehme seamlessly blends tradition with contemporary innovation. His 

journey encompasses a diverse range of mediums, including abstract and figurative art, collage 

techniques (such as photo-painting), and even recent forays into examining themes of identity 

and artificial intelligence. Embracing technology's resurgence in the art world, Rehme 

demonstrates a keen awareness of the transformative possibilities technology offers to push the 

boundaries of artistic expression. 

 

Rehme's explorations are not confined to aesthetic experimentation; they delve into profound 

themes that mirror the complexity of our modern world. Themes such as cybernetics, post-

humanism, and ecology find resonance in his work, signifying his desire to challenge the norms 

that govern our understanding of both art and existence. His art resonates with a deep-seated 

concern for pressing global issues, ranging from climate change to violence. By intertwining 

the innate complexities of human nature with the natural world, Rehme employs vivid colors 

and dynamic compositions that captivate viewers and invite them to contemplate our collective 

journey. 

 

One distinguishing hallmark of Rehme's artistry is his ability to fuse technology with traditional 

painting techniques. His meticulously detailed collages integrate computer components like 

diodes, external hard drives, and USB sticks. The presence of rust on some of these pieces 

becomes a metaphor, symbolizing the potential decay and degradation that result from an 

unchecked prioritization of technology over humanity. Works such as "A.I.," "Robota," and 

"Human?" (Diptych) delve into the intricate realm of artificial intelligence, addressing the 

apprehensions surrounding its potential to surpass human capabilities. It's important to note that 

Rehme doesn't advocate for complete rejection of technology; rather, he advocates for its 

cautious and controlled development. 
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Rehme's artistic exploration delves deeper into the portrayal of digital weaponry and soldiers 

integrated with AI, as evident in works such as "A.I. First," "K.I.L.L.E.R.," and "A.I.-Fighter." 

These pieces reveal the perilous escalation of danger as AI becomes a prominent force in 

warfare. They shed light on the unsettling consequences of dehumanization on the battlefield, 

highlighting the risks posed by machines supplanting human roles in conflict scenarios. The 

integration of AI in war amplifies the potential for heightened danger, dispelling any notion of 

detachment from violence and emphasizing the ominous implications of AI's growing influence 

in modern warfare. 

 

Moreover, Rehme's work probes the concept of transhumanism, a central theme in the painting 

"Transhuman," where organic and synthetic elements intertwine, alluding to the evolving 

potential of merging human biology with technology. Similarly, "Transformation," adorned 

with electronic parts, luminous paint, charcoal, and acrylic, symbolizes the coalescence of the 

digital and the traditional, encouraging reflection on technology's transformative influence. 

 

Rehme's bold inclusion of a robotic sex worker in "A.I. Artificial love" ["K.L. Künstliche 

Liebe"] prompts poignant discussions on the convergence of technology, intimacy, and ethics. 

This addition adds a layer of complexity to his exploration, as it raises thought-provoking 

questions about the implications of human interactions with artificial intelligence, blurring 

lines between genuine emotions and manufactured experiences. 

 

In conclusion, Gerd Rehme's artistic journey represents a deep involvement with the interaction 

between humanity and technology. His artworks surpass the confines of conventional mediums, 

addressing the pressing concerns of our era. Through his captivating visual narratives, Rehme 

prompts us to reevaluate the changing relationship between humans and machines, fostering 

introspection about the convergence of technological advancement, ethical considerations, and 

the core essence of human identity. 


